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to come to England, and that he refused to go. And I have always been pleased when monarchs have met with opposition."
The document is endorsed in Nathaniel Hawthorne's handwriting as follows: " Copy of a letter./ supposed to have been written by Major William Hawthorne, of Massachusetts, defending that Colony against the accusations of the Commission of Charles II., and excusing the General Court for declining to send over Governor Bellingham and himself, in compliance with the King's orders. (From the State Paper Office, London. Kec'd July 24, 1856.) "
I give it below in full, with the alteration only of the spelling.
Account of the Massachusetts Transaction.
From tho MASSACHUSETTS COLONY IN NEW ENGLAND, October 26th, 1666.
SECRETARY MORRICE, RIGHT HONORABLE : That good character from sundry hands received of you, doth embolden to give you the trouble of these following lines., although not so meetly digested and disposed of as becomes your dignity and honor, yet hoping it may be a service to his Majesty, I shall venture the bearing of your just censure for my folly and ignorance, being here resident for some years past, and diligently observing the guise and temper of all sorts of people, I shall briefly give you this following account. And whereas, by a copy of a signification that came to your hands of the Governor and Magistrates of this